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PR E F A C I N G a s u m m a r y of 
a c h i e v e m e n t s of THE CHATTA-
NOOGA TIMES f o r f o u r t e e n y e a r s 
of its earliest history, the fol-

lowing was written by George W. 
Ochs Oakes in 1892. He was then 
Managing-City Editor of THE TIMES : 

Of course the history of a daily 
newspaper is the record of the city 
in which it is published. A daily 
paper reflects the life, the deeds, 
the a^'aivements, the hopes, the 
ap^Laiions, the prosperity and 
tne adversity of the community it 
represents, and to detail the his-
t o r y o f T H E CHATTANOOGA TIMES 
would be but to narrate the 
struggles of the people of Chatta-
nooga, whatever of good or evil 
may have transpired in this city in 
nearly the past quarter of a cen-
tury since the smoko of the Civil 
War lifted from this valley and 
showed the city exhausted, im-
poverished and in ruins, with 
scarcely 2,500 permanent residents. 

T H E CHATTANOOGA TIMES h a s 
bravely and unremittingly toiled 
to upbuild, restore and revive, 
has mirrored every event and re-
lated every act. It has mourned 
with the bereaved, sympathized 
with the afflicted, comforted the 
unfortunate and rejoiced with the 
prosperous. It has aided in every 
enterprise, project or movement 
that would contribute to the bet-
terment of its people, either mor-
ally or materially; it has encour-
aged the aspiring, helped the am-
bitious, commended the meri-
torious and ever kept the lance in 
balance to aid the oppressed. It 
has jealously guarded the good 
name of the city and fearlessly 
defended its rights; it has cour-
ageously stood as sponsor for what 
was just and right, and has known 
neither friend nor foe in battling 
for this. It has vigilantly guarded 
the public interests, and its voice 
was always to be heard in the 
thickest of the fray clamorous for 
purity and integrity in official J îfe. 
It has never hesitated to expose 
wrongdoing and has always en-
deavored to be just. 

Of course, with such a motive 
and such a record THE TIMES has 
often made bitter enemies and has 
deeply offended former friends, 
but it can look back on the stir-
ring times of the past years with 
the proud consciousness that never 
did it purposely do injustice, never 
did it connive at wrong and never 
did it f l inch or swerve from the 
right as it conceived it. 

• • • 
From a review printed the same 

year, 1892, and from various other 
sources, more especially from the 
files of THE TIMES, the facts that 
follow were gleaned for this jubilee 
number. 

Founding of The Times. 
CHATTANOOGA TIMES w a s 

•d on Dec. 15, 1869, by Kirby, 
i & Co., the firm consisting of 
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district, then ' comparatively un-
known. It was then that General 
J. T. Wilder commenced the erection 
of furnaces at Rockwood, and THE 
TIMES encouraged and aided the en-
terprise in every way possible. 

Encountered Great Difficulties. 
Mr. DeGeorgis, who was one of 

the original partners of THE TIMES, 
withdrew from the company in Feb-
ruary, 1870, and took out $1,000 capi-
tal. The f irm was then known as 
Kirby & Gamble, and continued so 
until Oct. 24, 1874. The paper had 
many vicissitudes and encountered 
great difficulties. In 1872. THE TIMES 
greatly offended Colonel John L. 
Divine, who had a deed of trust on the 
plant, by its policy toward J. C. Stan-
ton and the Alabama & Chattanooga 
Railroad (A. G. S.), and the news-
paper material was sold to Dr. Bard. 
It was thought that this would be the 
e n d of THE TIMES, b u t i t w a s m a d e 
of different stuff and gave evidences 
even then, in its infancy, that it was 
here to stay. 

Though staggered by this blow, 
Kirby & Gamble determined that the 
paper should live, and at once ar-
ranged with Captain C. W. Baker, 
the present veteran of North Chat-
tanooga, who at that time owned 
a newspaper outfit, to print the 
paper temporarily until they could 
buy a new outfit. THE TIMES came 
out every day, and in March, 1872, 
Kirby & Gamble had their new office 
equipped with entirely new material, 
a stop cylinder press and a complete 
job office outfit, and on April 18, 
1872, the first paper was printed on 
the new press. 

Kirby & Gamble continued to pub-
lish the paper until Oct. 24, 1874, 
when Mr. Gamble withdrew, and the 
paper was published by Thomas B. 
Kirby until April, 1875, at which time 
financial embarrassments forced him 
to sell to Z. C. Patten and T. H. 
Payne, who were then in business to-
gether as Patten & Payne. They con-
tinued the publication of the paper 
until Oct. 1, 1876, when it was sold 
to S. A. Cunningham, who had as a 
partner W. I. Crandall, one of Chat-
tanooga's pioneer job printers. The 
latter soon retired and took the job 
office and continued in that busi-
ness for many years. 

From that time for two years the 
paper had a hard struggle for exis-
tence, and a number of novices tried 
their hand at publishing, but soon 
tired of the experiment. In March, 
1877, Murray Brother • & Buck be-
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very crude, 
paper made its appearance on 
.5, 1869, with T. B. Kirby as 
and general writer. He was 

d by one reporter. Frank De-
is was the business manager 
. L. Gamble was in charge of 
lechanical department. The 
contained about ten columns 

iding matter and appeared 
morning, except Monday, 
first great work aided by THE 
was the building of the Ala-
& Chattanooga Railroad, now 
of the Southern System. The 

t was inaugurated in 1870 by 
1 J. C. Stanton, a railroad 
•, who built the great railroad 
crossing the Hudson at Pough-

N . Y . H e f o u n d THE TIMES 
portant factor in bringing it 
iuccessful issue. Great diffi-
was encountered in obtain-
; terminal facilities here. THE 
advocated that the greatest 

ity should be shown to the 
ny, and finally in a feeries of 

articles demonstrated that 
mpany ought to make Trenton, 
;he headquarters unless our 

were more generous. This 
it the question to an issue, and 
soon amicably arranged. Chat-
a made its f irst great stride 
•d through this railroad, and it 
much of its subsequent pros-
to that agency. 

First Gas Company, 
t this time THE TIMES began 
ng the necessity of gas works 
attanooga, and the year 1870 
sed the formation of the first 
ny, which was the progenitor 
present Chattanooga Gas Com-

project of extending the Cin-
i Southern Railway from Lex-
, Ky., to the South was agi-
a f r e s h i n 1870. THE TIMES de -
many columns in advocacy of 
inooga as the Southern ter-
, which seemed then a very re-
sossibility, and eventually suc-
L in having a preliminary sur-
;ade to this city; this showed 
ovement to be so feasible that 
,tely it was carried through, 
as during this period that the 
vements of the Tennessee 

which had languished before 
ar and were finally stopped, 
rev ived , a n d THE TIMES w a s a 

factor in showing the advan-
to accrue to the Tennessee Val-
r the building of a canal at 
5 Shoals. Many valuable ar-
were published on this subject 
E TIMES and freely distributed 
Z the Congressmen.. The editor 
E TIMES, Major Kirby, became 
icretary of Colonel Gaw, who 
ppointed to take charge of the 

and a liberal appropriation 
3on secured to commence oper-

n 1870 to 1873 there was con-
ble activity in and about Chat-
ja. THE TIMES devoted itself 

upbuilding of the section, and 
much valuable information re-

came associated wi 
ham, but this partr 
until June of th 
ftvtv. W as kno-'Tj 

continued. " O^. 
Mr. Cunn. jham bought out * 
partners anu became the sole pro-
prietor. 

The paper had lost patronage, had 
close competition and was eking out 
a very scanty subsistence. Mr. Cun-
ningham was very loath to part with 
it, but finally his own necessities and 
pressing obligations and fear of com-
petition compelled him to make some 
deal, and a negotiation was opened 
with Adolph S. Ochs in June, 1878. 

Concerning Mr. Ochs. 
Adolph S. Ochs was born in Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, March 12, 1858. He 
was only 7 years old when his family 
removed to Knoxville, Tenn., and at 
the age of 11 he began carrying news-
papers for The Knoxville Chronicle. 
He continued this work while attend-
ing school. In 1870 he went to Prov-
idence, R. I., where he was cash boy 
in an uncle's grocery store and at 
night attended Warner Business 
School. In 1871 he returned to Knox-
ville and was apprentice to a drug-
gist, but after a few months he re-
turned to school in the primary grade 
of the University of Tennessee. Here 
he remained a year and in 1873, 
when he was 15 years of age, The 
Knoxville Chronicle gave him em-
ployment as a printer's devil. On 
Oct. 12, 1875, he left Knoxville with 
high testimonials from many of the 
leading citizens as to his character, 
his intelligence and his industry. 
When he left Knoxville it was his 
purpose to go to California, but rel-
atives persuaded him to remain at 
Louisville, Ky., where in 1875 he ob-
tained employment in the job print-
ing office of The Louisville Courier 
Journal as a printer's apprentice. He 
remained in Louisville but a few 
months, when he returned to Knox-
ville and became a compositor on 
The Knoxville Tribune. He served 
this paper successively as assistant 
foreman, reporter, assistant to the 
business manager and in other posi-
tions of an executive nature. 

He came to Chattanooga on April 
1, 1877, a boy of 19 years of age, ac-
companying Franc M. Paul, for the 
purpose of assisting Mr. Paul in 
establishing a morning newspaper 
called The Chattanooga Dispatch. 
The printing outfit for this venture 
was that of the unsuccessful Knox-
ville Age, a paper that had been 
edited by Colonel C. W. Charlton. 

The venture was Mr. Ochs' idea 
and when he disclosed it to Mr. Paul, 
then business manager of The Knox-
ville Tribune, Paul persuaded Ochs 
to give him the opportunity, as he 
was then 44 years of age and Ochs 
was young enough to have many 
other chances. 

The printing material was owned 
by Morrow & O'Connor, noted in 
Tennessee politics and business enter-
prises. Paul had but little capital 
and within a year his enterprise 
came to grief, with Ochs in charge 
of its job printing department on a 
lease, S. A. Cunningham of THE 
TIMES having made arrangements 
with Morrow & O'Connor to take 
over the newspaper, which Cunning-

TIMES. The first issue thereafter ap-
peared as The Chattanooga Times 
and The Daily Dispatch. 

Receiver for The Dispatch. 
Mr. Ochs was made receiver of The 

Dispatch and succeeded in .realizing 
enough out of its assets to pay its 
indebtedness. Mr. Ochs had with-
drawn from Paul and The Dispatch 
some months before the paper's col-
lapse and together with David B. 
Harris, also a printer, he undertook 
to issue a City Directory of Chat-
tanooga. There had not been a direc-
tory for several years. Mr. Ochs 
persuaded the City Council to appro-
priate $300 for a city census, which 
he agreed to undertake with his com-
pilation of the directory. H e and 
Harris made the canvass of the little 
town, taking the name, age, place of 
nativity and color of each of its 
inhabitants, and listed 11,480. They 
then compiled the directory and 
under arrangements with Harry 
Griscom secured the use of the then 
Weekly Commercial job office. They 
set the type and printed the sheets 
of the book on a foot-driven Gordon 
press. The printed sheets were then 
sent to Nashville and bound in book 
form. The enterprise yielded all ita 
expenses and the living expenses of 
Ochs and Harris. The directory is 
described in another article in this 
issue. 

The disappearance of The Dispatch 
threw three or four printers out of 
work. Mr. Ochs suggested a coopera-
tive newspaper with their assistance, 
and began making inquiries as to the 
cost of a small newspaper outfit. 
Cunningham, learning of these in-
quiries, believed Ochs had available 
some capital, which was not the 
case, for at the time he was behind 
in his board bill. He said to Ochs: 
"You know Chattanooga cannot sup-
port two newspapers." Ochs agreed 
that was true. a 

"Why, then, do you wish to start 
a new one?" inquired Cunningham. 

"Because I belTeve that soon after 
I begin my newspaper there will not 
be more than one," answered the 
bold youth, just 20 years of age, with-
out a cent in his pocket and none 
then in sight. 

"Why don't you buy me out?" 
asked Cunningham. 

"I will do so if your terms are 
reasonable," said Ochs, and the nego-
tiations were thus begun. Mr. Cun-
ningham's first proposition "vigis that 
he would take $800 cash and turn 
o v e r THE CHATTANOOGA TIMES, " lock , 
stock and barrel," with a reasonable 
rental for the little building which 
he had erected at a cost of about 
$1,000 cash ?.nd some advertising 

ject £ .y-kOle " 
"X 11 \ >ayment carry 
••>... ~ ye a i more accrued 

Interest. In other words, the news-
paper was offered free and unencum-
bered for about $2,500. 

Note for $300 Discounted. 
Mr. Ochs made an effort to raise 

the $800 but failed, and about all 
he succeeded in doing was to per-
suade the First National Bank to 
discount his note for $300, with the 
endorsement of his friend, E. A. 
James, who was then a candidate for 
the Congressional nomination. With 
this prospect, he continued his 
negotiations with Cunningham, who 
finally surrendered to the lure of 
$250 cash and sold a half interest to 
Ochs, he assuming the payment of 
the Patten $1,500 debt in monthly 
payments of $50, Cunningham retir-
ing and leaving Ochs completely in 
charge. 

There was some vague and indefi-
nite understanding of the partner-
ship's operation after the Patten debt 
was paid. This led to a settlement 
two years afterward by arbitration, 
which resulted in Ochs securing the 
full ownership by the payment to 
Cunningham of $5,500, which, plus 
the initial payment of $250, made the 
cost to Ochs $5,750 for a newspaper 
•which, two years before, h£ could 
have acquired by the payment of 
<$800. This is how well the paper 
prospered in a short time under 
the Ochs management. The ability 
he demonstrated as a newspaper 
publisher so impressed one of the 
arbitrators who represented Mr 
Cunningham that after $5,500 was 
agreed upon as a fair and just pay-
ment to Cunningham he offered Ochs 
$10,000 if he would accept him as a 
half partner. By this time, however, 
Ochs was able to raise the money to 
pay Cunnigham, from a cousin 
Julius Barkhouse of Louisville, Ky., 
and managed to return the loan 
within two or three years afterward. 

The young publisher, who had not 
yet attained his majority, took com-
mand on the morning of July 1, 1878. 

The paper was then published In a 
tiny, one-story brick shed on the cor-
ner of Cherry and Eighth Streets, on 
tha present site of the Squibbs Drug 
Store in the Loveman Building. The 
entire office, including press room, 
composing room and business office, 
was concentrated In a space twenty 
by forty feet. The outfit was in a 
serious state of dilapidation, being 
the remnants of what had been 
bought by Kirby & Gamble six years 
before, and was wholly inadequate 
to supply the needs of a daily paper. 
The motive power of the press was 
a negro. 

Faced Discouraging Conditions. 
The paper took no press dispatches, 

was in debt to The New York Asso-
ciated Press and in bad repute with 
it as well as with local creditors. 
The business had dwindled to almost 
nothing, and the paper had neither 
standing nor influence, and scarcely 
any paid subscribers. The bona fide 
paid subscribers did not number 200. 
The paper was badly down at the 
heel, and the prospect should have 

who had essayed the task of pub-
lisher. He had no mear.s, the only 
capital at his command being $287, 
the proceeds of the $300 three months' 
note indorsed by Elbert A. James, 
and of this sum he h a i paid Mr. 
Cunningham $250 and The Associated 
Press $25, leaving a capital of $12 to 
meet the current expenses of a dally 
newspaper. But he had grit, deter-
mination, energy, business capacity, 
a hopeful temperament, a practical 
knowledge of the printing business 
and the enthusiasm of youth. 

His first step was the selection of 
Colonel J. E. MacGowan as editor. 
Colonel MacGowan had been vari-
ously employed in newspaper work 
and was Southern correspondent for 
The Iron Age and other publications. 
He agreed to write the editorials for 
$6 a week. The community discov-
ered before THE TIMES was a week 
old under the new management that 
new blood had been infused into it, 
and that the man at the ie lm under-
stood the newspaper game. The 
paper at once took a fresh start and 
began to grow in prestige Adolph S. 
Ochs combined the duties of proof-
reader, publisher, busine»s manager, 

The fever disappeared in Novem-
ber, but the city was slow in re-
covering from the shock. "Every day 
the columns of THE TIMES were 
filled with words of encouragement 
and hope for the future, and the 
community began to take heart 
again and to turn to the development 
of the city with a vigor strengthened 
by the crucial test to which it had 
been put. 

Steady Progress Made. 
Notwithstanding the serious back-

s e t i t h a d r e c e i v e d , THE TIMES c o n -
tinued to forge steadily ahead. In 

N o v e m b e r , 1 8 7 8 , T H E WEEKLY TIMES 
was established. In the Fall of that 
year THE TIMES urged the choice of 
Jesse T. Hill for Mayor, and he was 
triumphantly elected. 

1 8 7 9 I n 1 8 7 9 yellow fever again 
* made its appearance at 

Memphis. THE TIMES advocated the 
very strictest quarantine possible 
and succeeded in having it estab-
lished. In consequence our city 
escaped this second peri} unscathed. 

THE TIMES took the lead in bring-
ing the city into sanitary strength 
throughout 1879, when it advocated 

THE MODEST BEGINNING. 
The receipts and expenses of THB CHATTANOOGA TIMES for the 

calendar year 1879 were as follows: 
RECEIPTS. 

Amount of Advertising OT.>> .-.$11,883.97 
Job Work >.cc*>:«:•:•...>.... 4,003.18 
Subscriptions Collected.. . . V . • • • . . .i 3,682.99 
Paper Sale . ..<.« 486.37 

TOTAL BUSINESS $20,056.46 
E X P E N S E ACCOUNT. 

Composition Account $3,598.95 
Job Office 2,729.52 
General Expense t. •:».:»'o».«:»>...»« 4,193.32 
Salaries •-••>) 2,348.75 
Paper Account (used). 2,259.50 

TOTAL EXPENSES . -KO . orr* $15,130.04 

BALANCE $4,926.42 
THE FIRST THREE YEARS. 

The growth of the business for the first three years was as 
follows: 

Year. Receipts. Expenses. Balance. 
1 8 7 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$20,056.46 $15,130.04 $4,926.42 
1880 26,889.38 18,994.55 7,894.83 
188 1 36,705.75 23,613.71 13,092.04 

lg the mineral resou ^es of the ham merged with THE CHATTANOOGA been discouraging to the boy of 20 

advertising and circulation manager, 
foreman, reporter and bookkeeper, 
working night and day with an aver-
age of six hours' sleep. 

Revenue for The Times. 
About this time there was great ex-

citement over the race for- Chancellor. 
There were two rival Democratic can-
didates, Judge Mayfield of Cleveland 
and Judge Bradford. The young man-
ager of THE R,IMES concluidec 
both were Pemocrp4--
should not 

«,». M 
anagers oi the rival 

wuu.uu , . /i^mptly took advantage 
of this offer. The battle waxed fu-
riously and considerable advertising 
space was consumed, giving THE 
TIMES a very necessary source of rev-
enue at a time when it was essential. 
As an evidence of the spirit of fair-
ness which animated the publisher, 
one of the candidates brought in a 
final appeal to appear the morning of 
the election. THE TIMES thought it 
unfair to print an ex-parte statement 
that could not be answered until 
after the election, and declined to 
print the appeal unless the other side 
had opportunity for a rejoinder in 
the same issue. That was finally 
agreed to. Judge Bradford was sue-
cessful in the election. 

Early Vicissitudes. 
THE TIMES management conceived 

that the proper province of a news-
paper was not to follow public senti-
ment, but to lead it, not alone in 
public spirit, but also in deeds of 
charity and in all good civic en-
deavor. The first manifestation that 
'the paper could give of this was to 
aid the yellow fever sufferers at 
Memphis. THE TIMES inaugurated 
the movement, and several thousand 
dollars was sent to the stricken cities 
of the South. The first check on a 
bank signed Adolph S. Ochs was a 
contribution of $25 to the Chatta-
nooga Yellow Fever Relief Fund. 
On Aug. 26, 1878, there was a sus-
picious death at Chattanooga, fol-
lowed by others. In thirty days yel-
low fever was declared epidemic in 
Chattanooga and the city was almost 
desolate. This was a most untimely 
trial for THE TIMES and its f ledgling 
proprietor, but some way, somehow, 
the newspaper weathered the storm 
and appeared every day during the 
prevalence of the scourge. It was re-
duced by the publisher to a single 
sheet, and then he went forth to 
raise funds in Louisville, Cincinnati 
and Lexington to keep the paper 
afloat and aid the relief fund. Brave 
spirits remained, under the editorial 
management of Colonel MacGowan, 
aided by J. T. Hill, stood at their 
posts, gave the outside world all the 
details of the progress of the 
scourge, and proved a constant 
source of comfort and aid to the 
heroes who battled here for their 
fellowmen and faced that fearful 
time. THE TIMES was their sole 
source of news, their sole means 
of communication with the out-
side world, and bravely did the 
men of the little force meet their 
responsibilities. The city received 
in relief funds from the North and 
the East during the plague $34,000, 
which was expended for nurses, food 
and physicians and to succor the des-
titute. Business was at a total stand-
still for nearly three months, and ab-
solute bankruptcy seemed inevitable. 
Throughout this period THE TIMES 
gave the full details of the prog-
ress of the disease, measures of re-
lief, expenditure of funds, appeals 
of the Relief Committee, &c. An in-
teresting record of the yellow fever 
will be found on another page., 

the election of a non-political ticket, 
headed by H. F. Temple for Mayor. 
He defeated J. C. Stanton. Plans 
were put under way for a new sys-
tem that would end the open-sewer 
conditions which invited epidemics. 
Mayor Temple engaged Mr. Chees-
borough, a leading Chicago-engineer, 
who prepared the plans for the main 
sewer and the foundation of the 

• system. 
'rinf" Ttnok1"' " 

was 
I J.1ML but / m d 
othei -oncer ah, fo^ job 
printu, j and bookbinding o. e that 
was of growing importance and the 
source of considerable revenue. This 
job printing office was a modest little 
shop when he came in possession of 
THE TIMES. H e h a d a c q u i r e d i t o n 
a small monthly rental basis from 
the defunct Daily Dispatch. How it 
remained in his possession after Cun-
ningham purchased The Dispatch is 
now forgotten. The job printing 
business expanded with the growth 
of THE TIMES and the city, and there 
was being constantly added to it new 
machinery and material until it be-
came one of the principal job print-
ing establishments in the State. The 
competition it later had to meet with 
big foreign printing houses called a 
halt in its expansion, as it was de-
cided the same capital and energy 
applied to the newspaper was the 
better investment, and slowly the 
business was allowed to cease as it 
was absorbed or consolidated with 
other local printing offices. During 
the time of the development of this 
printing establishment work was 
created for it by the publication of 
trade papers, weeklies, &c. 

The Tradesman. 
Notable among these was The 

Tradesman, established in 1879 with 
Will W. Yonge as part proprietor 
and business manager. The publica-
tion was in tabloid form and dedi-
cated to the promotion of the indus-
trial interests of the South, particu-
larly the Chattanooga district em-
bracing East and Middle Tennessee, 
North Georgia and North Alabama. 
The publication enjoyed influence and 
popularity throughout the country 
and was an important factor in 
making known the industrial advan-
tages aind attractions of the South. 
It was sold to be consolidated with 
The Engineer, published in Atlanta, 
Ga., the first of January, 1915, to be 
continued under the name of The 
Iron Tradesman. 

William W. Yonge was a very pop-
ular, handsome young man connec t 
ed withi the United States Engineer's 
Office at Chattanooga and a warm 
personal friend of Mr. Ochs. The 
Tradesiman was founded with a view 
to givimg Yonge more remunerative 
employment and prospect of estab-
lishing a business. The enterprise 
was a success from the beginning 
and so>on became quite profitable. 
Will Yonge was a most attractive, 
genial person and of tremendous 
energy,, industry and enthusiasm. He 
was a "business-getter." The out-
look w.-as soon so promising that he 
felt ablle to get marripd, and in 1881 
he mairried the b e a u ^ u l and popu-
lar daughter of the late Mayor 
Thomais J. Carlile—the martyr Mayor 
of Chatttanooga, who died at his post 
during the yellow fever epidemic of 
1878. A better-looking well-matched 
pair n^ver stood before an altar in 
Chattainooga than Will Yonge and 
Nellie Carlile. In 1886 Mr. Yonge 
contracted a cold on July 28 and died 
of pneiumonia Sept. 9. The whole city 
mourneed his untimely death. 

George W. Ochs Oakes as editor and 
business manager of The Tradesman, 
and he continued in that capacity 
for f ifteen years until he left Chatta-
nooga in 1892 to take charge of The 
Philadelphia Times, later The Public 
Ledger. George W. Ochs Oakes was 
succeeded by Will Wilson, who in 
1910 was succeeded by Harry Wise 
Sr., who remained in charge for sev-
eral years. 

Other Publications. 
There were also two monthly pub-

lications, one The Rural Record, an 
agricultural magazine under the 
management of L. H. Gilmore. This 
magazine continued several years. 
The Drugman was a monthly publi-
cation which had only a short exis-
tence. There were three weekly 
papers, The South Pittsburg Inde-
pendent, of which Lou Parham was 
for some time editor. This was pub-
lished until a publication was estab-
lished at South Pittsburg. Then 
there was The Methodist Advocate 
and The Baptist Reflector, two 
weeklies. The Methodist Advocate 
edited by the Rev. T. C. Car-
ter and The Baptist Reflector edited 
by the Rev. J. M. Robertson. The 
latter at the age of 85 died at Hous-
ton, Texas, a few weeks ago. These 
religious publications were continued 
for several years until removed or 
consolidated with other papers of a 
like character. 

The book bindery that flourished in 
later years manufactured some of the 
best record books now found in the 
Hamilton County Courthouse and 
elsewhere. Many books and hundreds 
of pamphlets and catalogues were 
printed. The job printing depart-
ment for many years supplied the 
Southern Express Company with all 
its books and stationery and printed 
the City Directory every year in in-
creasing size. The City Directory was 
the sole property of THE TIMES until 
C. W. Norwood was given a partner-
ship and then later G. M. Connelly, 
who had begun work on it as a can-
vasser, became the sole owner and 
continued its publication until his 
death. His son, Sam Connelly, then 
published the directory for a few 
years when he disposed of the name 
and good-will to the present City Di-
rectory publishers, the Connelly Di-
rectory Company. Mr. Connelly is 
now the Treasurer of the local Coca-
Cola Bottling Company. 

River Improvement. 
1 Q S f ) -A- special edition of THE 

' TIMES welcomed the coming 
to the city in 1880 of the Cincinnati 
Southern Railroad. Like all of the 
special editions that have character 
'zed t h e c a r e e r ~>t THE TIMES, t h e 

v ig cmu^ 
C .anr-^ Ê YO?: ,u the section. It 
tru^.-d both capital and workers 
the city. 

It was then, also, that THE TIMES 
began its advocacy of the improve 
ment of the Tennessee River—a theme 
upon which it has never since been 
silent. It exposed the use of $100, 
000 of the Federal improvement ap-
propriation in paying an old claim 
and called for a convention of river 
interests. This convention, held at 
Huntsville, Ala., was attended by the 
publisher of THE TIMES, who urged 
that a strong delegation be sent to 
Washington to demand improvement 
and development. This action was 
taken, and the Congress began a 
line of support that still continues. 

THE TIMES also started a campaign 
that lasted for eight years, when 
success rewarded it, for the building 
of a railroad south to Rome, Ga. 
Many companies were formed for the 
purpose, with the final result that 
the Chattanooga, Rome & Columbus 
Railroad came into being. It is now 
a part of the Georgia Central System. 

THE TIMES early saw the value of 
the iron, coal and timber industries 
and began pushing their develop-
ment. It preached incessantly the 
gospel of expansion of industry and 
commerce. Along came the election 
of 1880, showing that the city had 
gained 3,000 inhabitants since the 
new newspaper influence began 
working for city building, and the 
paper was given much credit for the 
striking evidence of growth. 

Mr. Ochs the Sole Owner. 
Adolph S. Ochs became the sole 

owner on Sept. 13, 1880, through the 
purchase of the interest of Mr. Cun-
ningham. An arbitration committee 
fixed the value of the paper, which 
had been offered for $2,300 two years 
before, at $10,000. 

1881 The year 1881 found Thb 
TIMES sponsoring a special 

edition campaign, which has never 
ceased since, with the greatness, the 
wealth and possibilities of the city 
and section as its theme. New 
presses had come to the plant, new 
type marked its dress. Improved 
telegraph and news service was in 
evidence. The Army of the Cum-
berland held its annual session at 
Chattanooga in September. Much 
lasting good came from the free dis-
tribution of the special edition of 
10,000 c o p i e s of THE TIMES s e t t i n g 
forth the advantages offered by the 
city. 

In 1881, New Orleans alone, of all 
the Southern cities, boasted a Mon-
day morning paper. THE TIMES be-
gan a Monday publication on Oct. 17, 
1881, with only 15,000 population, one-
third colored. Other cities of three 
times the population could not af-
ford the effort. 

THE TIMES, at this period, also car-
ried to a successful conclusion its 
advocacy of a city exhibit at the At-
lanta Cotton Exposition. 

graphical territory. It added eigh-
teen columns a day to its news, and 
the order was given to "print every 
line of Associated Press news and all 
local news." 

THE TIMES w a s n o w p u b l i s h i n g 
more local news than almost any 
other newspaper in the South, and 
the advertisers and subscribers were 
supporting it with zeal. 

In the same year, THB TIMES ad-
vocated an orphans' home, and a 
home was erected and the institution 
placed upon a sound and lasting 
basis. The present Vine Street Home 
was thus inaugurated. 

Era of Special Editions. 
THE TIMES u s h e r e d i n t h e e r a of 

illustrated special editions when the 
South Tredegar Iron Works came 
into being. The event was illustrated 
with the best style then known, how-
ever much of a contrast it might be 
with this jubilee number. 

THE TIMES came to the fore in ad-
vocacy of law and order when it de-
manded the punishment of the mur-
derers of Sheriff Cate and Deputy 
Sheriff Conway. The officers were 
taking John Taylor, a convicted mur-
derer, to Knoxville for trial. Two 
brothers of the prisoner boarded the 
train In Loudon County, overpowered 
and killed the two officers, captured 
the engine that pulled the train and 
escaped with their brother. A bulle-
tin displayed by THE TIMES aroused 
the people to feverish excitement. 
THE TIMES voiced such a strong de-
mand that the State offered $15,000 
reward for the capture of the Tay-
lors, and the county added $1,000. 
One of the Taylors was killed while 
resisting arrest in Missouri. A sec-
ond died a miserable death from ex-
posure, and Andy Taylor, the third 
brother, was captured and hanged. 
When Andy was hanged at Loudon, 
THE TIMES covered the event with an 
illustrated story that scooped the 
Knoxville papers and sold 1,000 
copies of THE TIMES in Knoxville. 

First Serious Battle. 
1 QOO THE TiM«s,k in 1883, was 
J.OOO. t h e f i r g t p a p e r i n t h e state 
to discover the defalcation of State 
Treasurer Polk, the reigning sensa-
tion of the day. 

It was In March, 1883, that THE 
TIMES met its first serious battle at 
home in defending the city against an 
attempt to repeal its charter and 
turn it into a taxing district. Mem-
phis and other cities resorted to the 
taxing district idea as a means of 
avoiding bankruptcy. 

Chattanooga, by reason of the 
negro vote—which was voted in 
battalions—was Republican. To please 

C. C. Snyder, albeit by a bare ma-
jority of nine votes. 
1 8 8 4 Improvement c o n t i n u e d 

with the paper, and in 1884 
THE SUNDAY TIMES b e c a m e a n e i g h t -
page issue, with consistent improve-
ments In the daily issue. During 
the first part of the year THE TIMES 
called for another river convention, 
which assembled in Chattanooga and 
sent a strong delegation to Wash-
ington. The delegation accomplished 
much good for the cause of river 
improvement. 

The persistent campaign for ne\* 
buildings and industries, conducted 
by the paper, was already showing 
fruit, with $1,000,000 in new build-
ings recorded for the year 1883. 

February of 1884 found THE TIMES 
heading a relief fund with $100 for 
the Ohio Valley flood sufferers, which 
nest-egg grew to $2,250.65 as the 
city's contribution. The gift attract-
ed much attention abroad. 

There was a peculiar vision in the 
importance attached in 1884 by THB 
TIMES to the berry and frvlt crop. 
From the boost given to tbu crop in 
that year the paper has grOton to see 
the Chattanooga district Htnked as 
among the first strawberry shipping 
points in the United States. 

July of 1884 found THE TIMES ex-
panded to eight pages daily, with re-
newed and extended effort in the di-
rection of placing the advantages of 
Chattanooga before the world. 

The Fall election of 1884 started 
THE TIMES on its long course of en-
terprise and fairness in handling 
election news. It clajmed the elec-
tion of Grover Clevelai^i when many 
of the papers called the result doubt-
ful. THE TIMES carried its trium-
phant Democratic rooster on the 
front page and never wavered in its 
news assertion. It was right. 

Starting Evangelist Jones. t 

1 QQP^ The news judgment of THE 
* TIMES w a s v i n d i c a t e d i n 

1885, when it was the first paper to 
publish a verbatim report of the ser-
mons of the Rev. Sam P. Jones, the 
famous revivalist, thereby giving 
him his first newspaper publicity. 
Shortly thereafter Jones became a 
national figure and, perhaps, the one 
man mainly responsible for the rapid 
spread of prohibition in the South. 

In the same year THE TIMES elabo-
rately illustrated an account of th® 
dedication of the new Centenary 
Church. 

A n d , b y w a y of c o n t r a s t , THE TIMES 
engaged in a contest in the Fall with 
local moral r^ffl^, p^s who were de-
feated in ' to be a misgulcu J C C e s s f u l l y 
c o n t e ^ f e d e r a t e Money r r * m j £ o r t -

Ci, 
• - ^ O . In 1886 a novel ach" 

1 8 8 2 Important news improve-
ments came with 1882. THE 

TIMES began establishing correspon-

. .„ w ! I I1 ... 
LL- uie iOiCie ai>u 

oiAcrwise, which was disgusting and 
offensive to the Democrats. 

A climax was reached when the 
Rev. Allen Nickerson, a colored 
clergyman, was elected to the School 
Board, which controlled the selection 
of teachers. The idea of a colored 
man passing on the selection of 
white women for the schools was 
used to stir up great indignation in 
the city, and to extricate the City 
Government from the increasing 
influence of the negro an over-
whelming sentiment was created to 
have the Legislature repeal the char-
ter of the City of Chattanooga and 
to set up a taxing district to be 
governed by a commission appointed 
by the Government. 

"Pauper List" Issue. 
To effect this legislation a petition 

was circulated entitled "Taxpayers' 
Petition" and signed by nearly all 
the leading business houses of the 
city. The petition set forth that the 
signers paid more than three-fourths 
of the taxes. THE TIMES was leading 
the opposition to the repeal of the 
charter, though sympathizing with 
the protest against the negro domi-
nance in the City Administration, 
believing there were other remedies. 
It countered the effect of the busi-
ness men's petition by publishing a 
list of the petitioners, with the 
amount each one paid in real estate 
and personal taxes and consequently 
many of the leading business houses 
were listed as paying "none." 

The publication was characterized 
as a "pauper list" by THE TIMES 
opponents and the community was 
shaken with excitement. THE TIMES 
was threatened with extermination 
and the publisher barely escaped 
personal violence. More than 100 
orders for the discontinuance of 
delivery of THE TIMES were received 
before noon and libel suit3 were 
spoken of by many. Notwithstanding, 
THE TIMES stuck to its purpose to 
save the charter and this was finally 
accomplished when the Republicans 
secured Nickerson's resignation and 
other reasonable assurances were 
given of a "white man's govern-
ment." 

The incident was one of the most 
dramatic in the history of Chatta-
nooga and the courage and indepen-
dence of THE TIMES were put to their 
severest test. 

Defense of Charter Later. 
A Police Commission was created. 

The Board of Aldermen was reduced 
from ten to six and made elective by 
the people, and the office of Mayor 
and Recorder became one by con-
solidation. Registration of munici-
pal voters was also provided for. 

Twice, in later years, THE TIMES 
was called upon to defend the char-
ter for which it had staged its first 
f ight at home, and its record for 
home rule advccacy remained un-
broken. 

And at the next city election that 
followed the original charter f ight 
THB TIMES won with Its support of 

was inaugurated to extei 
c i r c u l a t i o n of THE CHATTANOOC 

Wii .iklx TIMES in the Middle Nort 
west States, particularly in Indiana 
Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, so 
as to make better known the advan-
tages, attractions and resources of 
the Chattanooga district. THE TIMES 
offered $50 in genuine Confederate 
money as a premium for an annual 
subscription—$1.50; and to make the 
offer better known in that section 
offered to the newspapers a $5 Con-
federate bill for each insertion, not 
exceeding thirteen, of an advertise-
ment setting forth the proposition 
and reciting the attractions of the 
Chattanooga district. 

An astonishing number of news-
papers accepted the offer and the 
result was that hundreds of inquiries 
came to THE TIMES seeking infor-
mation for investments, employment, 
&c. It would have required a large 
organization to reply to all inquiries 
and to meet this situation the plan 
was conceived to have a book pre-
pared that would be a general answer 
to every sort of inquiry, and so an 
elaborate handbook on the "Attrac-
tions, Advantages and Resources of 
Chattanooga" was published by THE 
TIMES. The handbook, a complete 
compendium of the city's advan-
tages, cost $3,000, of which THB 
TIMES g a v e $300, t h e r e m a i n d e r b e i n g 
subscribed by public and private con-
tributions. No advertisements wers 
permitted in the issue. Twenty thou-
sand free copies were distributed, 
bringing large returns in city growth 
and importance. The work was com-
piled and directed by THE TIMES and 
was undertaken purely as a publio 
service. It stands today as the best 
compilation of Chattanooga's re-
sources and advantages ever printed. 
It had much to do with the bringing 
of great numbers of people and large 
capital to Chattanooga. 

Raised Opera House Fund. 
The need in 1886 for a safe place 

for gatherings impressed THE TIMES, 
and it started a subscription list with 
$1,000 and raised $20,000 to insure 
the building of an opera house to re-
place the only hall for amusements-* 
Janns Hall on the third floor. 

The same year found THE TIMB^ 
again defending the city charter a 
f ight that resulted from a difference 
between the Police Commission and 
the Council. The contest was soon 
adjusted at home. 

I n M a y , 1886, THE TIMES c h a r t e r e d 
the first newspaper train ever run in 
Tennessee to take a special edition 
to Knoxville, where an assembly of 
Northern citizens was taking place. 

THE TIMES paid for the train and 
advertised it extensively. It created 
wide comment and interest, and the 
citizens of Chattanooga registered 
their appreciation by presenting to 
Mr. Ochs a diamond-studded locket, 
bearing the inscription, "Adolph S. 
Ochs, from City of Chattanooga, in 
commemoration of the first news 
train ever run in Tennessee. May, 
1886." 

Along came the boom of 1886, when 
real estate values of Chattanooga be-

Mr. Yonge was succeeded by dents in all of the towns in its geo- Hugh Whiteside for Mayor against (Continued on following page.), j 


